Community Health Survey Summary
Wayne County, Ohio             June 2019
The purpose of this survey was to get community members’ opinions about community health problems in Wayne County. The Wayne County Health Department will the results of this survey and other information to identify the most pressing problems which can be addressed through community action.  




Respondents
The Community Health Survey was administered electronically through email and social media and paper copies were handed out by the Health Department. The survey was open from May 31, 2019 – June 26, 2019. There were 309 responses from 17 of the 23 zip codes in the county. Responses were received from all age groups with 33.9% being from those aged 40-54 and 29.3% from those aged 26-39. 97.7% of the respondents identify as White/Caucasian, which is in line with county demographics (94% white, censusreporter.org)1. The household income of the respondents spanned from less than $20,000 to over $100,000 and was fairly evenly distributed. 
Findings
When asked about the most important factors for a “Healthy Community” the most common answer was low crime/safe neighborhood with 50% of respondents choosing this answer. The other most popular answers were good jobs and healthy economy, access to healthcare, and good schools. 
Figure 1. Important Factors for "Healthy Community"


Access to healthcare has been a recurring topic in community discussions in the past several years and was the 4th most common answer when it comes to important factors for a “Healthy Community”. Therefore, the survey also asked about the issues that prevent those in the community from accessing health care. 38.3% responded that times aren’t convenient, 29.8% responded fear (not ready to face/discuss health problems), and 29.4% responded that no insurance and/or unable to pay for care is the reason they do not access healthcare. Figure 2. Barriers to Healthcare.


When asked about the most important “health problems” in our community the number one response was mental health problems (67%), followed by cancers (37.6%) and child abuse/neglect (32.7%).Figure 3. Important "Health Problem"

 
 The community was asked about what they believe are the behaviors that are the most important “risky behaviors” (the behaviors which have the greatest impact on overall community health), the largest response was for drug abuse with 61.7% of the responses, alcohol abuse came in next at 48.8%, and the third highest was being overweight at 36.0%.  
Figure 4. Risky Behaviors.

“Health Problems” How We Compare
Mental Health
[image: C:\Users\CArdrey\Downloads\Behavioral Health Conditions.png]Mental Health was voted as the number one “health problem” in the county by the respondents. One of the reasons mental health may be a perceived health problem is the lack of mental health providers. Though Wayne County has a greater number of providers per patient (320:1) than the state (470:1) it is still very high. Meaning mental health providers see a significant amount of patients per year, approximately 342 patients.2 Ohio is one of the states with the highest prevalence of adults with serious mental health illness at 5.13%. 

 



Cancers
Cancer was determined by the survey respondents to be the second largest “health problem” in the community. The incidence rate of cancer in Wayne County is 427.2, which is lower than the incidence rate of cancer in the state of Ohio (456.1).4  The top 3 cancers in the state of Ohio are breast, lung & bronchus, and prostate. The top 3 cancers in Wayne County are lung & bronchus, breast, and prostate. Cancer is the second leading cause of death in the U.S. exceeded only by heart disease. The cancer death rate for all of Ohio is 173.5. The cancer death rate for Wayne County is 163.6, which is just above the Healthy People 2020 target of 161.4.3
Child Abuse/Neglect
Child abuse/neglect was voted as the third largest “health problem” in the community. Child abuse and neglect can have severe consequences for the child physically, mentally, and social developmentally. It can increase the risk for chronic disease such as heart disease, cancer, liver disease, obesity, high blood pressure, chronic lung disease, and high cholesterol. It creates a higher risk for mental health diagnoses and learning disorders and can lead to higher risk of juvenile delinquency and adult criminal behavior. In 2016, the state of Ohio received 97,602 children services reports for child abuse or neglect.5  
Substance Abuse
Alcohol and Drug abuse were the top answer for most important “risky behavior” in the community. Wayne County has a drug overdose mortality rate of 25, which is lower than the state of Ohio which has a rate of 37. Which are both much greater than the top performing counties in the U.S. for this measure which have rates of 10.2 Last year Wayne County had 289 drug overdose cases and as of June 1, 2019 there have been 129 drug overdoses in the county. Wayne county currently has many agencies and coalitions working towards decreasing substance abuse in the community. 
Obesity
Being overweight was the third most common answer for “risky behaviors” in the community. The percentage of the population that is obese in Wayne County is 30%, which is down 2% from the state of Ohio which has 32% obesity.2 Obesity has been on the rise in the past and came to a peak in 2009 and then declined a bit and rose again in 2013. Since 2013, the county has been holding at about 30%, which hits the Healthy People 2020 target of 30.5%.3 

[image: https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/sites/default/files/trends/Graphsv011/39_169_11_2019.png]Figure 5. Obesity Trends
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In the following list, what do you think are the three most important factors for a "Healthy Community"?
Responses	Good place to raise children	Low crime / safe neighborhoods	Low level of child abuse	Good schools	Access to health care (e.g., family doctor	Parks and recreation	Clean environment	Affordable housing	Arts and cultural events	Excellent race relations	Good jobs and healthy economy	Strong family life	Healthy behaviors and lifestyles	Low adult death and disease rates	Low infant deaths	Religious or spiritual values	Environmental Issues (asbestos, lead, black mold, etc.)	Other (please specify)	0.28620000000000001	0.5	5.5899999999999998E-2	0.36509999999999998	0.375	5.2600000000000001E-2	0.19409999999999999	0.1447	9.8999999999999991E-3	1.32E-2	0.3947	0.1678	0.2336	1.9699999999999999E-2	3.3E-3	0.1447	4.6100000000000002E-2	2.63E-2	What are the issues that prevent you from accessing care? (Check all that apply)
Responses	Cultural / religious beliefs	Don't know how to find doctor	Don't understand the need to see doctor	Fear (not ready to face/discuss health problems)	Lack of availability of doctor	Language barrier	No insurance and/or unable to pay for care	Transportation	Times aren't convenient	Other (please specify)	7.8000000000000014E-3	9.8000000000000004E-2	0.10589999999999999	0.29799999999999999	0.25490000000000002	1.18E-2	0.29409999999999997	0.15690000000000001	0.3725	0.22750000000000001	In the following list, what do you think are the three most important "health problems" in our community?
Responses	Aging problems (e.g., arthritis, hearing/vision loss, etc.)	Cancers	Child abuse / neglect	Dental problems	Diabetes	Domestic Violence	Firearm-related injuries	Heart disease and stroke	High blood pressure	HIV / AIDS	Homicide	Infant Death	Infectious Diseases (e.g., hepatitis, TB, etc.)	Mental health problems	Motor vehicle crash injuries	Rape / sexual assault	Respiratory / lung disease	Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs)	Suicide	Teenage Pregnancy	Pollution	Decreasing vaccination rates	Other (please specify)	0.2145	0.37619999999999998	0.32669999999999999	4.9500000000000002E-2	0.1353	0.12870000000000001	1.6500000000000001E-2	0.19470000000000001	6.6000000000000003E-2	3.3E-3	1.6500000000000001E-2	1.9800000000000002E-2	3.9600000000000003E-2	0.67	3.6299999999999999E-2	4.9500000000000002E-2	9.8999999999999991E-3	3.6299999999999999E-2	0.18149999999999999	3.3000000000000002E-2	4.9500000000000002E-2	0.13200000000000001	0.20130000000000001	In the following list, what do you think are the three most important "risky behaviors" in our community? (Those behaviors which have the greatest impact on overall community health.)
Responses	Alcohol abuse	Being overweight	Dropping out of school	Drug abuse	Lack of exercise	Poor eating habits	Not getting "shots" to prevent disease	Racism	Tobacco use	Not using birth control	Not using seat belts / child safety seats	Unsafe sex	Other (please specify)	0.48840000000000011	0.35970000000000002	0.13200000000000001	0.61719999999999997	0.2079	0.33329999999999999	0.2145	8.2500000000000004E-2	0.20130000000000001	8.9099999999999999E-2	7.9199999999999993E-2	0.12870000000000001	5.28E-2	5
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United States  24% 24% 26% 26% 27% 28% 28% 28% 28% 28% 28% 29%
Ohio  28% 26% 28% 29% 30% 31% 30% 30% 31% 31% 32% 32%
Wayne County  25% 26% 2% 20% 30% 2% 31% 20% 277% 30% 30% 30%

Please see Measuring Progress/Rankings Measures for more information on trends. Trends were measured using all years of data.
Note: Starting with the 2011 data, @ new BRFSS methodology was introduced that included cell phone users. Data from prior years should only be compared with caution.
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